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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 



sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kato (US 
5,185,669). 

For claim 1, Kato discloses an electronic camera comprising: 

white balance correcting means for correcting white balance of a picked-up image on the 
basis of white balance data obtained by beforehand picking up an image of a predetermined 
object (Kato; Column 13, Lines 60-70); 

and an automatic focusing mechanism (Kato; Column 1, Lines 10-14) to automatically 
perform a focusing operation by detecting a high-frequency component (Kato; Figure 1, Element 
3 1) of a picked-up image signal 

The CPU (Figure 4 and 5) is a control means for when picking up an image of the 
predetermined object so as to obtain white balance data to be used for said white balance 
correcting means and is also the control means for the automatic focusing control (Figure 4 and 
5; Column 10, Lines 20-29, Column 12, Lines 57-62). 

Kato teaches the automatic focusing system having a plurality of distance measuring 
points on an image picking-up plane and arranged to automatically perform a focusing operation 
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by of a picked-up image signal while using the plurality of distance measuring points (Column 9, 
Lines 41-66). 

Claim 8 is a method claim for claim 1. It is rejected under the same grounds of rejection. 
Claim 15 is a storage medium claim for claim 1. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

For claim 2, Kato discloses all the previous limitations, and also the automatic focusing 
apparatus wherein said control means controls the operation of said automatic focusing 
mechanism to make a determination level with which said automatic focusing mechanism 
determines an in-focus state lower than that that used for an ordinary image picking-up operation 
(Column 9, Line 37 through Column 10, Line 8). 

The automatic focusing of Kato determines the "in focus state." 

Claim 9 is a method claim for claim 2. It is rejected under the same grounds of rejection. 
Claim 16 is a storage medium claim for claim 2. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

For claim 3, it is inherent in the Kato reference to adjust white balance by imaging a 
white object. 

Claim 10 is a method claim for claim 3. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim 17 is a storage medium claim for claim 3. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

For claim 4, Kato discloses an electronic camera comprising: 
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white balance correcting means for correcting white balance of a picked-up image on the 
basis of white balance data obtained by beforehand picking up an image of a predetermined 
object (Kato; Column 13, Lines 60-70); 

an automatic focusing mechanism (Kato; Column 1, Lines 10-14, Column 5, Lines 36- 
48) to automatically perform a focusing operation by detecting a high-frequency component 
(Kato; Figure 1, Element 3 1) of a picked-up image signal; 

a control means for, when picking up an image of the predetermined object as to obtain 
white balance data to be used for said white balance correcting means (Column 12, Lines 57-62), 
inhibiting the operation of said automatic focusing mechanism (Column 10, Lines 30-44). 

The automatic focusing operation is inhibited in order to increase battery life. 

Claim 1 1 is a method claim for claim 4. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim 18 is a storage medium claim for claim 4. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

For claim 5, it is inherent in the Kato reference to adjust white balance by imaging a 
white object. 

Claim 12 is a method claim for claim 5. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim 19 is a storage medium claim for claim 5. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

For claim 6, Kato discloses an electronic camera comprising: 
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white balance correcting means for correcting white balance of a picked-up image on the 
basis of white balance data obtained by beforehand picking up an image of a predetermined 
object (Kato; Column 13, Lines 60-70); 

an automatic focusing mechanism (Kato; Column 1, Lines 10-14) having a first method 
of automatically performing a focusing operation by detecting a high-frequency component 
(Kato; Figure 1, Element 3 1) of a picked-up image signal; and 

a control means for, when picking up an image of the predetermined object as to obtain 
white balance data to be used for said white balance correcting means (Column 12, Line 36 
though Column 14, Line 55), 

and a second method of automatically performing a focusing operation on the basis of 
distance information measured correspondingly with a period of time from emission of a 
predetermined light until reflection of the predetermined light and the control means to select it 
(Column 9, Lines 1-65, Figure 5). 

Focus is based on distance information (focal length). The period of time after the 
emission of light is known as shuttering. 

Claim 13 is a method claim for claim 6. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim 20 is a storage medium claim for claim 6. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

For claim 7, it is inherent in the Kato reference to adjust white balance by imaging a 
white object. 
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Claim 14 is a method claim for claim 7. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim 21 is a storage medium claim for claim 7. It is rejected under the same grounds of 
rejection. 



examiner should be directed to Gary L Solomon whose telephone number is (703)-305-4370. 

4, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's primary, Vu Le 

can be reached on (703)-3 08-661 3. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"Proposed" or "Draft") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the customer service number (703) 306-0377. 
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